
Carelessly Thrown Bat 
 
 

This is a guideline for when a batter carelessly releases his/her bat after hitting the 

ball.  This procedure should be followed during all regular season league games, 

and interleague games. 
 

This guidance has been drawn up by the District 14 Umpire Consultant, and has 

been approved by the District 14 Administrator. 
 

 

When a batter carelessly releases his/her bat after hitting the ball, the play will be 

permitted to continue.  At the conclusion of the play, the umpire should issue a 

warning to that player for the carelessly thrown bat. 
 

The next time that same player carelessly throws his/her bat, the play will again be 

permitted to continue.  At the conclusion of the play, using Rule 9.01(c) as a 

guideline, the umpire should give the offensive manager the opportunity to remove 

the player from the game for safety reasons.  He/she is not out.  If on base, he/she 

will be replaced by a substitute runner.  The player will not be permitted to re-enter 

the game.  Since the player was substituted for, he/she is not bound to the ejection 

requirements of serving a one (1) game suspension, as listed in Rule 4.07.   
 

If the offensive manager chooses not to remove the player from the game, the 

umpire can, and should, eject the player for unsportsmanlike conduct under Rule 

9.01(d).  The player would then be suspended for the team’s next physically played 

game, as required in Rule 4.07.  Throwing the bat is an unsafe act.  Continuous 

unsafe acts, falls under the classification of unsportsmanlike conduct.   
 

 

In the rare instance where a carelessly thrown bat, interferes with the progress of 

the play, (i.e. incapacitates a defensive player), the play will be called dead, and the 

batter will be declared out for interference.  All runners will be returned to their 

time-of-interference base(s). 
 

From the Little League Umpire School Rules Instruction Manual: 

INSTRUCTOR COMMENTS: in 6.05 (g) 

If a bat is thrown into fair territory and interferes with a defensive player 

attempting to make a play, interference shall be called, whether intentional or not. 
 

In the Official Baseball Rules under 6.05 (h), it reads: (in part) 

If a whole bat is thrown into fair or foul territory and interferes with a defensive 

player attempting to make a play, interference shall be called, whether intentional 

or not. 
 

We will use this guidance for a thrown bat that interferes with a fielder’s ability to 

make a play.  (Regardless of whether the bat strikes the catcher in fair or foul territory.) 


